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WASHINGTON'S NOTE BOOK 



SELECTIONS FROM A NEWLY-DISCOVERED MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN 
BY HIM WHILE A VIRGINIA COLONEL, IN 1757 



Edited by Victor Hugo Paltsits 

Keeper of Manuscripts 



THIS small manuscript note book measures 7j/^ by 4yi inches, has 54 
written pages and 17 blank leaves. Ten of the written pages are not 
in Washington's hand and consist of "A Roll of the Artificers employed on 
the Works at Winchester, -under the Command of Capt. William Peachy, 
w*** an Acco* of their lost Time" (9 p.), and "A List of men draughted from 
the Artificers to do Garrison Duty for a Time" ( 1 p.) • The rest of the writing 
in the note book is in Washington's style of handwriting employed for several 
' years in the fifties and sixties, quite different from his earlier and youthful 
hand, and differing distinctly from his well-known handwriting of the period 
of the American Revolution and the Presidency. This note book was offered 
to The New York Public Library for the Virginia military roster above named 
and no relationship to Washington was then known or surmised. The dis- 
covery was made by me when studying certain of the written memoranda for 
correspondence, which showed unmistakably that they were the ideas set down 
by Washington before he wrote his letters to Governor Dinwiddie, the 
Speaker of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, Colonel Stanwix, and others. 
Conclusive identification was effected by a comparison of the writing in the 
note book with a photographed page (1755) from Washington's early letter 
books in the Library of Congress and has since been confirmed de visit by Mr. 
Worthington C. Ford, our greatest Washington specialist. 

This note book was used by Washington in 1757 when raising the two 
Virginia regiments during the last of the intercolonial wars with the French 
of Canada, and part of it contains his memoranda for correspondence while 
at Fort Stanwix. Several pages are filled with minute descriptions of the 
pedigrees, brands, and marks of his military wagon horses, named Nelly; 
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